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Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting to be held in the Remuera 
Rackets Club lounge, 17 Dilworth Avenue, Remuera on 

 

 

THURSDAY JUNE 20 2024, at 6:30pm, 17 Dilworth Avenue, Remuera. 

 

AGM AGENDA 

 

 Welcome and introductions 

 

 Apologies 

 

 Approval of Minutes of 2023 Annual General Meeting  
 

 Presidents’ Report  
 

 Managers’ Report 
 

 Sports’ Report 
 

 Financial Report for the year ended 29 February, 2024 

 

 Election of Officers  
 

 Life Membership 

 

 Election of Auditor 
 

 General Business 

 

 
“That Members at this Annual General Meeting approve the distribution to Members of a proposed new  
Constitution, prepared by a sub-committee of the Board comprising Hugh Faris, Ben Unger and Ian Gunthorp, on 
or before 17 July 2024 and that a Special General Meeting be called for Thursday, 22 August, in terms of the  
current Constitution dated 8 June 1998, to consider and, if agreed, accept, with or without amendments, the new 
Constitution for the Club."  

Notice of Annual General Meeting 
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Our People  
 

 

President 
Dave Mee. 

 

Chairperson 

Mark George (Resigned 2023), Dave Mee (Acting). 
 

Board Members  

Hamish Paterson, Graeme Richardson, Emma Eccleton, Hugh Faris, Sam Carey (Resigned 
July 2023). 

                 
Life Members 

Don Cotter, Dave Griffiths, Heather Worley, Richard Purser. 
 

 

Club Manager 
Phil Horne. 

  

Sports and Marketing Administrator 
Jasmine Deacon. 

  

Bar Operations 

Charles Jones (Resigned December 2023), Matthew Clark. 
 

Grounds 

Matthew Clark. 
 

 

 

Contractors 

 

Racket Academy (Pro Shop)  
Liam Barry.     

 

The Racket (Tennis Coaching) 
Ollie Bartosh and Emma Eccleton. 

       
Squash Coaches 

Craig Stratford, Anthony Lepper, Natalie Beazley. 
  

Fit Force (Fitness Trainer) 
Steve Hall. 

 

 

 

Sub-Committees—to June 2027 

Rob Roche Scholarship—Simon Johnston, Dave Hyland, Liam Barry. 
Elite Squash Fund—Dave Mee, Craig Stratford, Sam Carey. 

Life Membership—Dave Hyland, Heather Worley, Graeme Richardson. 
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Our Sponsors & Supporters 

ROB ROCHE TRUST 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

This report covers the period from 1 March 2023 to 28 February 2024. 
 

 

TENNIS 

Tennis, on the whole, has been quite successful, with club nights (approx. 50 players per week) 
thriving. Our newly promoted Caro Bowl team has also been equipping themselves well in their first 
year back. In addition, there is a new sponsorship by CRAIGS, with a monthly CRAIGS Coaching 
Fridays event.  
 

Well done to the Club Champs. Winners were men’s singles Adrian Langman, women’s singles 
Amy Miller, men’s doubles Adrian Lagman and Jedric Garcia, and mixed doubles Tim Cantlon and 
Amy Miller. 
 

 

SQUASH 

Squash maintains its popularity at the club, with courts fully booked every day during peak times 
and a record number of interclub players participating. 
 

The coaching academy has continued strongly, with DreamBeds coming on as the major sponsor 
to assist with the financial needs of the players. Craig Stratford has continued to work passionately 
to ensure a pipeline of players into our elite team. 
 

One area that needed significant work is in the junior space, with a programme currently making 
good progress under the guidance of Natalie Beazley. Numbers are growing, and we expect this 
programme to expand. 
 

Winners of the annual Remuera Open Championships were Michael Shelton-Agar and Lana  
Harrison. 
 

 

PADEL 

The development of the Padel Court has added a new dimension to the club, with an influx of new 
players and members, but also existing members trying out a new sport. Padel bookings were 
strong throughout the summer and the sport will grow significantly as new facilities are opened up 
in NZ. Remuera is only one of two courts in Auckland at the present moment. 
 

 

GENERAL MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS 

While there were no major floods last year, there was still significant work from the previous finan-
cial year needed as a result of the January 2023 floods. This has now been completed and the club 
is much improved. In addition, the decision was also made to invest significantly in other areas of 
the club as well – over $200k has been spent on improvements and delayed maintenance.  
 

We were pleased with the upgrade of the bar cabinetry, thanks to the generous contribution of 
Breeze Furniture and Kevin Wright. I am sure you will all agree that it looks amazing. The club has 
significant investment that it needs to make in order to maintain and improve our facilities. The in-
tention is to undertake the following projects in this financial year – resurfacing of tennis courts 3 
and 4, new lights for tennis courts, sanding of all squash courts, new lights for squash courts 1 & 2, 
and completion of the Pilates room. 
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FINANCES 

The club has had a reasonably good financial outcome, remaining in the black, with increased 
membership to over 1000 and a revenue lift of $75k. However, the increased pressure from de-
ferred maintenance and an old building has meant that we are just keeping pace with our needs, 
while making small improvements, consistently. 
 

 

STAFF AND SUPPORT 

Thanks to Phil for the fantastic work that he has done and continues to do, managing the staff 
seamlessly. Phil always gives 100% and we are fortunate to have him managing the club. Jas-
mine has grown significantly in her role and took on all of the administrative finance functions after 
Charles left. Matt continues to improve the bar and food offerings, as well as keeping up with the 
much needed maintenance. The club has got a strong team of committed staff. 
 

The board must also be thanked for their contribution and the sacrifice of their time. In particular, 
Graeme Richardson has done a great job with the finances. Hugh Faris has a committee that is 
looking at  a new constitution. This is required because of national changes to the Act. Hamish 
Paterson continues to input well in his area of property management and maintenance. 
 

All in all, I am please with the current state of the club and look forward to further improvements 
ongoing. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

In Memoriam 

We record with sadness the passing of the following members during the past financial year: 
 

• David Jans 

• Erol Nixon 

• Jack Alison 

• Ashley Wilson 

• Elaine Penney 

 
 

Dave Mee—RRC President  
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It is a pleasure to present my report for the year ending February 2024. 
 

It is also a pleasure to report that we had a wonderful summer of fine weather and the mood and 
vibe around the club was positive, despite dealing with the residue of the January flood. 

We still had several projects to complete post the flooding and thanks to all members for your  
patience during this challenging time. 
 

These projects included - The upgrade of the club flat, LED lighting internally and on squash courts 
3 to 6, upgrade of flooring downstairs, ongoing roof maintenance and internal work – including 
painting and repurposing of Men’s showers, upgrade of the bar and deck furniture. 

A new and exciting addition was the arrival of PADEL. The court has attracted a great deal of activi-
ty and has been a welcome addition for the club. Our membership numbers have had a significant 
increase (particularly casual members) as a result of PADEL and we have a diverse mix of mem-
bers using the facility. 

On the tennis front, we saw the return of the Caro Bowl Men’s team and special thanks to Adrian 
Lagman who lead a young team to deservedly retain their place in the division for the 2024 / 2025 
season. 

The Interclub season was busy as per usual as was coaching which continues to grow. Many 
thanks to Ollie, Emma and the team for their hard work and expertise. 

The Squash Academy under the tutelage of Craig Stratford, continues to thrive and it is exciting to 
see the growth of the future stars of Remuera squash. Special thanks to key sponsor DreamBeds 
and Alchemy and Tonic. The Academy is the envy of other clubs and is the ideal platform for our 
young players to progress to Mitchell Cup and Cousins Shield teams. 

It was a fitting tribute to Richard Purser to be awarded life membership. Richard’s sporting prowess 
is well known and he is an outstanding club person. There is an article on Richard in the Annual  
Report. 
 

I would like to thank our hardworking staff – Jasmine and Matt. 

It was always going to be a difficult transition post Aileen and Charles and Jasmine and Matt have 
adapted very well and are a great asset to the club. Matt has taken on the role of Events and  
Hospitality Manager and there has been an increased vibe in the lounge. 
 

Jasmine has been a wonderful addition to the club displaying great efficiency and calmness. 

I would like to thank our loyal sponsors who are incredibly generous to the club. Their support is in-
valuable and critical to the success of RRC. 

Liam has had a busy year in the Pro Shop and continues to provide great service and at times much 
needed entertainment! 

Thank you to the Board for your support and governance. Lastly, thank you to all members - who 
are the club! 

Phil Horne—RRC Manager 

MANAGERS’ REPORT 
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TENNIS 
 

Love Tennis 2023 
 

We held our annual Love Tennis open day again this year. The successful open day attracted 
new, old and existing tennis players! Many new members joined the club on the limited time 
membership offer. 
 

New World Remuera joined our Love Tennis day by supporting the local community and kindly 
donating sausage sizzle supplies for the day! 
 

Matt Clark doing what he does best! One of our group adult lessons with coach Emma. 

Guess the best dressed!  
A celebrity appearance from David Seymour. 

One of our junior lessons with coach Andy. 
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Tennis Coaching  
 

 

 

 

                                   

Throughout the past year, tennis coaching at the club has thrived, displaying exceptional success 
and growth. The Racket team have once again had a successful year as well as a rise in populari-
ty, drawing tennis players of all ages and abilities who seek to elevate their tennis game. 
 

In addition, our coaches have been significant in fostering a sense of community among club 
members. Through social club sessions, and events, players have forged lasting friendships and 
connections enriching their overall tennis experience. The Racket and RRC also created a 
WhatsApp group chat to encourage members to connect, organise social hits, and keep members 
posted with tennis related club updates.  
 

RRC is lucky to have such dedicated and talented coaches and we thank The Racket team for 
their hard work all year round. We look forward to seeing The Racket continue to provide excel-
lent coaching to our members and the community from Remuera Rackets Club. 

(Head Coach—Ollie Bartosh) (Head Coach—Emma Eccleton) 
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2024 Tennis Club Championships  
Senior Champions: 

Women’s Singles: Amy Miller 

Womens Doubles: Katarzyna Sila-Nowicka & Daphne Hakkenberg 

Men’s Singles: Adrian Lagman 

Men’s Doubles: Adrian Lagman & Jedric Garcia 

Mixed Doubles: Tim Cantlon & Amy Miller 
 

Junior Champions: 

Boys Singles: Sam Gooch  
Boys Doubles: Sam Gooch & Adam Hood  
Consolation Singles: Lincoln Wolf 
Consolation Doubles: Jake Janiurek & Lincoln Wolf 

 

Senior Tennis Interclub 

It was great to have plenty of teams playing competitive tennis this season! Our teams were: 

First Grade Men 

Second Grade Men—Section 1 

Second Grade Men—Section 2 

Open Men 1 

Open Women 1  

Open Men 3 

Open Men 6 

Presidents A 

Mixed-Four Presidents 

Midweek Summer Interclub 

 

Junior Interclub 

We had many junior teams entered this year. Our Junior teams did particularly well in the 2023-

2024 Junior Pre Xmas Interclub. 

 

Remuera Boys 16’s  - Section 2 runners up. 

Remuera Boys 12’s—Section 2 runners up. 

Remuera Girls 18’s/16’s  - Section 2 third place. 
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SQUASH 
 

 

 

 

2023 Remuera Open Tournament 

The 2023 Remuera Open had plenty of entries from all round. It was great to see our Remuera 
members take the open titles. Aileen Buscke organised the tournament and did an amazing job 
as usual! 
 

Mens Open Winner—Anthony Lepper 

Womens Open Winner—Lana Harrison 

 

Other Remuera members that performed well: 

Robyn Brewster—Womens Masters Winner 

Yash Kant—Mixed Masters Winner 

Ted Villarama—Masters Men Division 1 Winner 

Squash Club Champs  
 

2024 Results: 

Womens A Grade: Lana Harrison 

Mens A Grade: Michael Shelton-Agar 

Womens B Grade: Ruby Turnbull 

Mens B Grade: Jae Kwan 

Womens C Grade: Hannah Ryder 

Mens C Grade: Dave Brooker 

Mens D Grade: Gerardo Gotelli 

Womens E Grade: Amanda MacDonald-Creevey 

Mens E Grade: Yi Fan 

Lana Harrision (left) v Anne-Marie Holst (right) 
in the  Womens Open Final. 

Anthony Lepper (left) v Gabe Yam (right) 
in the Mens Open final. 
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RRC Top Squash Player Achievements 
 

Our top Remuera squash players had some excellent results from various tournaments throughout 
the year. Below are some of their results from the season. 
 

2023 NZ National Champions: 

Under 25 Mens Winner—Anthony Lepper  

Mens Doubles Winners—Anthony Lepper & Lance Beddoes 

Womens Doubles Winners—Lana Harrison & Abbie Palmer 

Mens 35+ Winners—Craig Stratford & Kashif Shuja 

 

Lana Harrison—Womens 2023 Auckland Open PSA Winner 
 

2023 Wellington Squash Open: 

Lana Harrison—Womens Open Winner 

Anthony Lepper—Mens Open Winner 

(Lana Harrison at the Auckland Open ) (Anthony Lepper (left) and Lana Harrison 
(right) at the Wellington Open) 

Squash Coaching 
 

Craig Stratford and Anthony Lepper continued and were busy with squash coaching. We wel-
comed Natalie Beazley, who took on some coaching when Anthony was overseas. Natalie is 
now one of our frequent coaches at the club. She is always running club night, the club’s junior 
coaching group, school groups and private sessions. 
 

It is especially great to see an increase in many schools and juniors enjoying and improving their 
squash. We are grateful to the talented and committed coaches at RRC for their year-round hard 
work.  
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Back row (from left to right): James Meyer, Craig Stratford (Coach), Dave Mee (RRC President), Liam 
Barry (Racket Academy Sponsor), Jae Kwan. 
Front row (from left to right): Chloe Barton, Sophie Barton, Charles Jones, Joshua Jones.  

 2023 Remuera Rackets Club Squash Academy 

 

In 2023, the first RRC Squash Academy group was formed. The Remuera Rackets Squash 
Academy aims to provide Remuera Rackets members the opportunity to improve and progress 
to A grade. Players not only work towards representing Remuera at Mitchell Cup and Cousins 
Shield, but also look to represent Auckland at Teams and compete at Nationals then further into 
the PSA tour, aligning to players goals and aspirations.  
 

The academy provides each player with weekly tailored 1-1 coaching session and weekly group 
training sessions with Craig Stratford.  
 

The 2023 academy was supported by Remuera Rackets Club, Karakal, Racket Academy, Pre-
mium Performance Sports and Lotto Court Sports. 
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Senior Winter 2023: 

RRC Lyne @ Co.—First place Mens Div 2 

RRC Jana—Second place Womens Div 3 

 

Senior Winter Round 2 2023: 

RRC Gray—First place Mens Div 3  

Remuera Rams—Third place Mens Div 6 

 

Senior Spring 2023: 

RRC Gray—Second Place Mens Div 2 

Remuera Rebels—First Place Mens Div 3 

RRC Amanda—Second Place Womens Div 5 

Remuera Siones Finest—Third place Mens 
Div 9 

 

Above: Remuera Sky Sharks. From left to right: Tony Sutherland, Karl Carey, Blair Turnbull, Jeremy Sim, Hamish 
Gordon. 
Absent Team Members: Dan Taffard, Jono Judd, Phil Horne. 

Autumn Masters 2023 

Remuera 1—Second place Div 1 

Remuera Peter’s Pals—Third place Div 4 

Remuera UsGang  - First place Div 5 

Remuera Hugo’s Hit Squad—First place Div 8 

 

Winter Masters 2023: 

Remuera Randoms  - First place Div 1 

Remuera Sky Sharks—First place Div 2 

Remuera UsGang—First place Div 4 

Remuera Hugo’s Hit Squad—First place Div 7 

 

Spring Masters 2023: 

Remuera Sky Sharks—Second place Div 2 

Remuera Bunger Masters—Third place Div 4 

Remuera Dot Dash Team—Third place Div 7 

 

 

 

Squash Interclub 

Remuera did well over the 2023/2024 season! Our teams that placed well were: 
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Barrie Pratt Foundation 

 

The Barrie Pratt Foundation is a standalone Charitable trust, with the sole recipient being RRC. 
The Barrie Bratt Foundation commenced its investment on 5 July 2022. The purpose of the Foun-
dation is to assist the RRC as required based on the Foundation's objectives. For the 2023 year, 
the Foundation did not receive funding applications that matched our objectives, which allowed 
the Foundation to grow its base investment. These will only assist the Club in the future. 
 

The BPF Trustees are Simon Johnston (Chair), Dave Hyland, Andrew Gilchrist, and Dave Mee, 
who are in their role as the Club President, a requirement of the Foundation. 
 

This year, the Barrie Pratt Foundation donated $8000 for travel, uniforms and accommodation for 
our 2024 Cousins Shield and Mitchell Cup squash teams. RRC is extremely grateful for the sup-
port and legacy Barrie has provided. 

The Rob Roche Scholarship is a scholarship that annually assists 
RRC's young talent by providing funding to an aspiring player in tennis 
or squash, which will contribute towards the recipient's sports expens-
es and help them achieve their sporting goals. 
 

Top A-grade squash player and the Rob Roche Scholarship recipient, 
Natalie Beazley, had an excellent year playing and coaching. 
Natalie has become one of our frequent squash coaches at the club. 
She coaches private and group lessons at the club and runs Club 
Night every Thursday. Natalie continues to play various tournaments 
throughout the year and trains with the 2024 RRC Squash Academy. 

Rob Roche Scholarship - Natalie Beazley 
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PADEL 

In November 2023, Remuera Rackets Club and Game4PadelNZ opened the second padel 
court in New Zealand. After months of building, the court was officially opened on the 24th of 
November, 2023. We had a big opening celebration with a large attendance of excited players! 
The court was featured on the AM Show, and Desley Simpson joined us in officially opening 
the court. Members and non-members are enjoying the newest addition to the club. The padel 
court has brought more visitors through the club and additional members, too.  
A padel ladder was created to connect players and build a community around the new sport. 
RRC set up a physical ladder system that allowed members and non-members to meet new 
people and find other keen padel players. The winners of the first round of the padel ladder 
were Gerardo & Max.  
 

We also created a WhatsApp chat. Managed by RRC and Game4Padel NZ, the group chat is a 
place for people to find others to play with and organise social hits. The group has over 160 
people and is active daily. 
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Table Tennis Championships 2023 

Our annual Table Tennis Club Champs were 
a success! Thank you to Aileen Buscke and 
John Paul Penny for organizing and running 
the tournamnet. 

 

Women's Winner—Gina Sell 

Men's Winner—Aaron Winborn  
 

Women’s Runner Up—Nikki Sell 
 

Men’s Runner Up—John Tetteroo 

(Above: Our winners and wonderful event organisers!) 
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2023 Club Award Winners & RRC Christmas Party 

During the annual 2023 Christmas party, we were delighted to acknowledge and award these 
members for their outstanding contribution to RRC. 

 

Dave Hyland – Ray Tamati Award (RRC highest honour). 

Stefan Gray—Nigel Nathan Award (Contribution to Squash). 

Lana Harrison—Aileen Buscke Award (Excellence in Squash).  

Joshua Jones—Paul Wright Award (Promising Squash Junior). 

Nicci Magnusson— Val Thorburn Award (Contribution to Ladies Tennis).  

Sion Wiggin – Presidents Award (Excellence in Tennis). 
 

 

 

(Above: from left to right) Sion Wiggin,  Dave Mee (RRC President), Stefan Gray, Dave Hyland, Aileen 
Buscke, Joshua Jones.  

(Above: Food catered by Matt Clark from Fig & Oak) (Above: Speeches presented before Christmas dinner!) 
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Meet our newest life member—Richard Purser 

 

At the 2022/2023 AGM stalwart Richard Purser was recognised as a RRC Life Member. 
 

 

Richard joined RRC in 1962 and commuted from New Plymouth to play Caro Bowl for two sea-
sons. He recalls that the club had 13 tennis courts and no gym at that time. 
  

Based in New Plymouth and travelling extensively with his badminton career, Richard didn't re-
join RRC until 1980. At this stage, Richard was living in Auckland, and the club was able to ben-
efit from his considerable talents. 
  

Regarded as NZ's greatest badminton player, Richard holds 33 National Open titles (including 
nine singles) and won the bronze medal in the Men's doubles at the 1978 Commonwealth 
Games – with his brother Bryan. Richard also won many tournaments overseas and continued 
his winning form in Masters events. 
  

RRC has greatly benefited from Richard's tennis and squash excellence at the Caro Bowl and 
Cousins Shield levels. He recalls Alice Butterworth (NZ Badminton player) and club A-grade 
squash player introducing him to squash. The rest, they say, is history, with Richard forging a 
wonderful career. His on-court highlights include playing Torson and Moabulla Khan (from the 
famous squash dynasty), being a key member of the NZ Masters teams, and winning the World 
Championship in the 45, 55, and 65 age groups. Meeting the great Heather McKay is also one 
of Richard's squash highlights. 
  

  

There are many memories Richard has of RRC, including: 
 

· The Centenary event – rehearsals for the Centenary stage show and playing an exhibition 
double with Ken Rosewall. 
 

· The Remuera Classic Tournaments - where elite tennis and squash players graced the courts 
in the same weekend. 
 

· Ian McCorkindale's laughter filtering through the changing room windows. 
· Rob Roche's drive and tenacity to keep improving at tennis and squash. 
 

· Playing tennis with Ross Norman on his visits to NZ. 
 

· Making the final of the Club Tennis Doubles Championship at the venerable age of 81. 
 

· Watching and learning from top players – Bev Vercoe (tennis), Kashif Shuja and Dame Susan 
Devoy (squash). Richard trained with Susan over many years. 
 

Richard is a source of inspiration and regularly passes on his wisdom to squash and tennis 
players – including on-court sessions. He acknowledges the wonderful young people in admin-
istration roles and the growth of the general membership, with the club offering activities to all 
age groups. Richard is very proud of RRC and has great hope for the club's future. 
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Below are a few words from member Don Cotter said during the 2023 AGM: 

Richard Purser joined Remuera Rackets Club in the early 1980s and has been one of the most loyal and 
passionate members since, making an outstanding contribution on and off the courts. 

Whilst his club, national and international sporting achievements are legendary and speak for themselves, 
his off court commitment to the club has been immense. Seldom do top players make themselves availa-
ble to their club and fellow members alike Richard has, He has contributed willingly to working bees, as-
sisted with coaching, and mentoring young players and fellow masters  and has been very involved in so-
cial club events as a keen participant and organizing committee members over many years. He is still of-
ten seen independently and unasked quietly pruning, clearing rubbish and undertaking those little jobs 
that need to be done around the club such as ours. 

In 2009 Richard was awarded the prestigious Ray Tamati Trophy for meritorious services to the club. 
Widely regarded as NZ’s best exponent of all three racket sports, Richard remains (at the age of 81) an 
inspiration to all with his professional attitude, attention to detail ad on-court bearing. His longevity is out-
standing—from a top NZ junior in tennis and badminton in the 1950s and 1960s, adding squash in the ear-
ly 1970s as his second winter sport, to still successfully competing at an internation level as recently as 
five years ago.  

In a glittering career, the outstanding achievement of winning the NZ Masters titles in squash, tennis, and 
badminton in one year would be a standout. However, twice winning World Masters titles in both squash 
and badminton (2001/2008) are surely testimony to how great a champion he has been. 

 Richard at the Commonwealth Games—Christchurch ‘74. Richard at the 2005 Wanganui NZ Masters Games. 
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RRC AGM 2023 – Meeting Minutes 

Date: 19 June 2023. 
Location: Remuera Rackets Club, 17 Dilworth Avenue, Remuera, Auckland. 
 

 

Welcome & Introductions: 
Chairperson Simon Johnston welcomed members to the 2023 Annual General Meeting of Remu-
era Rackets Club. 
 

Board Members Present: 
Dave Mee (President), Simon Johnston, Sam Carey, Mike Milne, Emma Eccleton, Mark George. 
 

Life Members Present: 
Don Cotter & Heather Worley. 
Apologies: Dave Griffiths. 
 

Members Present: 
Sharon Rochford, Don Cotter, Simon Johnston, Emma Eccleton, Sam Carey, Mike Milne, Jas-
mine Deacon, Dave Mee, Dave Hyland, Rob Wills, Tim Cantlon, Matt Clark, Carolina Kitchen, 
Heather Worley, Dave Grey, Charles Jones, Aileen Buscke, Mae McDonald, Yash Kant, Joanne 
Palmer, Ian Gunthorp, Mike Webber, Mark George. 
 

Apologies Received: 
Richard Purser, Barry Davidson, Phil Horne, Colin McGowan, Isla McGowan, Andrew Gilchrist, 
Ron McCapra, John Paul Penny, Jen Ferguson, Hamish Paterson, Hugh Faris. 
 

Minutes of the 2022 AGM: 
 

The following matters raised were: 
• Don Cotter: We still have not seen last year's accounts. 
O Simon Johnston: They were sent out late in October via a newsletter. 
 

Motion - that the minutes of the 2022 Annual General Meeting be accepted as a true and accurate 
record. 
Moved: Ian Gunthorpe 

Seconded: Sam Carey  
MOTION CARRIED 

 

REPORTS: 
 

Presidents Report – Dave Mee 

Dave highlighted the following areas of his report 
 

Tennis: 
-Tennis courts resurfaced. 
-Love Tennis went exceptionally well and better than previous years. 
-Our new tennis coaches -Emma and Ollie have done a brilliant job. 
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Squash: 
-The Barfoot and Thompson Squash Extravaganza was a personal highlight. It was great to see 
so many people at our club with over 180 people attending. Special thank you to Aileen for or-
ganising an amazing event. 
 

General: 
-We spent a lot of money on maintenance in the past year. We have done up our saunas, roof, 
and ongoing maintenance. We have been keeping the club functioning while doing this ongoing 

maintenance. 
-The flooding has been frustrating and has caused all sorts of issues, however, the damage and  
business interruption is covered by our insurance. 
-We have had a solid performance with our finances. We want to build on the growth of our fi-
nances for this year and we are already talking about how we build the club so we can spend 
money on improving the facilities. 
-Thanks to the efforts of the staff – Phil, Charles, Jasmine & Matt. 
-One thing that we have not redone is the swimming pool. We had planned it for late summer, 
but the flooding interrupted this, and we took an active decision at a board meeting to put it on 
pause to attend to the flooding so we can keep the club running.  
-Despite the issues with the flooding, we were one of the clubs that were back up the few weeks 

after flooding. It is good that we could get back up and huge thank you to the members who 
helped with the floods. 
-We have had a solid year and done most things well, but there is always room for improvement. 
I am happy that the club is in good spirits. 
-Thank you to the members. Without the members, the club does not have the revenue to be 
able to run. This coming year is going to be a year of growth.  
 

 

Motion – that the presidents report be accepted. 
Moved: Emma Eccleton 

Seconded: Jo Palmer  
CARRIED 
 

 

Obituaries: 
Over the past year, we lost Richard Brown, Jeff Robson, Bruce Wilson, Colin Wallace and Tony  
Gardner. Chairperson Simon Johnston invited a moment of silence for those we lost during the 
past financial year.  
Don Cotter, Jo Palmer, Ian Gunthorp & Sharon Rochford spoke on these members. 
 

Mangers Report 
As read. 
 

Sports Report 
As read. 
 

Financial Report – for the year ended 28 February 2023. 
Mike Milne highlighted the following areas of the financial reports: 
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Income: 
 

-The bar income had increased from last year. 
- Events and tournaments income had an increase from the previous year due to the Squash  
Extravaganza. We made around $15000 from the event. The raffle funds went to the Rob Roche  
Scholarship and the event profit to the Elite Squash Player fund. 
-Subscriptions were up from the year before. A good sign of the health of the club. 
 

Expenses: 
 

-Overall costs have gone up this year. 
-Depreciation is up – spent money on capital in the areas of tennis courts resurfacing, roof etc. 
These are non-cash items and do not affect the bank balance. 
-Events and tournaments costs are associated with the Squash Extravaganza.  
-Maintenance repairs costs have increased due to the cost of living. We have tried to keep costs 
as low as possible.  
-Wages and salaries increased due to the minimum wage increase. 
 

Balance Sheet: 
 

– Cheque account is down from last year as we spent money on capital items.  
 -Swimming pool upgrade, men’s changing room, and club flat renovations. 
 

Bar Surplus: 
-The bar contributed around $14000 for the year. 
 

Auditors report: 
-We have new auditors –JSA Audit Limited. 
 

 

Mike invited questions: 

• Heather Worley – Looking at the bar functions, there is nothing for 2023. Are there any initia-
tives for the club to have more functions and increase this revenue stream? 

O Simon Johnston – Our function income was included in the cash flow of the bar. 

O Dave Mee – We are working on having more functions in the club as they are successful for 
us. We have already seen an increase in functions in the past few months. We want our functions 
to grow not just with members but also people outside of the club.  

O Simon Johnston- With the coding of bar income and event and tournament income, we should 
combine these so there is no confusion. 

O Dave Mee – Yes, we need to simplify the coding because at the moment, it looks like there is 
nothing happening at the club when this in fact is not true.  
 

• Sharon Rochford – Where does the club advertise functions? Do we advertise outside of the 
club? 

O Dave Mee – Nothing at the moment, but we do intend to do this. 

O Charles Jones - We advertise around the club, and it is also on our website.  

O Dave Mee – It is available on our website, but it is not pushed out. The club has hardly ever 
advertised outside of our members, and it is certainly something that we are looking at doing. 

• Ben Unger - What were our membership numbers last year? 

O Dave Mee – Around 900 members. 

O Simon Johnston - During covid we had a drop of membership, but they seemed to rejoin after 
covid. 
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O Dave – We want to grow our membership but keep it comfortable for members. From a mem-
bers perspective, we don’t want to many people. My personal view is 100-200. More members 
would not impact our experience much but we do not want booking or parking issues etc. 
 

• Ben Unger– We have lots of different types of membership, so there are many ways we can 
grow our membership numbers in different areas and times.  

O Dave Mee – I agree. For example, our midweek members to make it not feel so crowded. 

O Mark George – As members, we like to easily get a car park and a court. During the day, the 
car park and tennis courts are empty. From a marketing and sales perspective, growing off-peak 
members is a good category for the club. Meaning that we can grow revenue with costs staying 
relatively the same. Therefore, we will not have everyone coming to the club at the same time. As 
Dave talks about growing the club, this is a good opportunity that we have never looked into be-
fore. We have people already looking into this. 
 

• Dave Hyland – Is there any sort of data we can look into? Is there anyone else we can look at 
that is doing the same thing? 

O Mark George– There are other sports clubs that do things similar to off-peak memberships. At 
most places, there is a cheaper option if you are not going at the busy times whatever the product 
or service is. 

O Carolina Kitchen – Golf clubs do this. 
 

• Tim Cantlon - Why is there a difference in racket subscriptions in 2022? It says $330,000 and 
the draft accounts last year said $338,000. 

O Simon Johnston – When we sent out the accounts to the members, there could have been a 
discrepancy there. We will look into this from what we sent out last year. 
 

• Ian Gunthorp – The 2021/2022 financials were not put up on time. We understand that you 
have problems with the auditors, but members want time to discuss the accounts. The other 
point from last year's accounts was that we have a substantial lump of money in the cheque 
account. Does it earn interest? 

O Simon Johnston – The 2021/2022 financials were sent out in a newsletter in October 2022 and 
are on the club website.  

O Mike Milne – Minimal interest. We could put some of this money into a term deposit.  

O Ian Gunthorp – Somebody in the office must be monitoring the cash balances and deposits? 

O Mike Milne – Generally not. We are not currently proactive in investing money and monitoring 
it.  

O Ian Gunthorp – Suggested bank term deposits.  

O Tim Cantlon – Seconded this. 
 

• Don Cotter– Where did the $10,000 grant come from? 

O Mike Milne – The Barry Pratt Foundation donated $10,000 to the lounge upgrade. 
 

• Don Cotter – With the sundry expenses, what are the particulars on this?  

O Dave Mee – We will clarify this later for you. 
 

• Don Cotter – What has been spent on what in terms of capital?  

O Mike Milne – The roof, courts, sauna etc.  



Remuera Rackets Club (Inc).    39 

 

O Don Cotter – Suggested it to be a maintenance category rather than under capital. 

O Simon Johnston – The 2022/23 capital expenditure items will be communicated to members in 
July 2023. 

• Don Cotter – Is there a cash flow forecast? 

O Mike Milne – I monitor the cash flow regularly and I am always aware of the capital expenditure 
coming up.  

O Tim Cantlon – Suggested cash flow statement to be broken down so we can see what the day  

to day looks like. 
 

• Heather Worley – Is the old physio room going to be another revenue stream? 

O Mike Milne – Yes. It is currently under renovation, and we are going to lease it. 

O Dave Mee –It is looking to be leased around $550-600 a week. The room is to be completed in 
the next couple of weeks. 
 

• Tim Cantlon – What portion do we own and rent of the gym equipment? There is an opportuni-
ty to have better with what we have got in there if we have a maintenance contract.  

O Mike Milne – We rent some and own some. We are currently on a three-year lease. 

O Tim Cantlon – It was a good deal at the time with people trying to get rid of their equipment. We 
just need to maintain it.  
 

• Ian Gunthorp – We have had different formats with our accounts. I suggest having a forecast 
budget for the coming year (which we have had in the past) and a comparison of the income 
and expenses and budget for the past year as something separate in a non-audited form from 
the board.  

O Simon Johnston – With our Xero accountant, I am sure that these things can be achieved. In-
terms of the budget, it was supposed to be put in the report, but they were not. It will be out in the 
newsletter when Phil returns.  
 

• Don Cotter – Are the accounts done outside or internally? 

O Mike Milne – Internally by myself and Charles.  
 

• Don Cotter – Why are there accounting fees then? Are they paid externally? 

O Mike Milne – Yes. 

O  Simon Johnston - Last year the board took away the need for 3-4 people to do the accounts 
plus someone who does the payroll. Now we have Mike, Charles, Lottie and the auditors.  
 

• Don Cotter – So the accounting expenses are for the external people who help with our ac-
counts. 

O Simon Johnston – Yes. 

O Charles Jones – The external pay includes Lottie, and we pay her approximately $400 a month 
for her to do the payroll. 
 

Motion – that the financial statement be accepted into the minutes. 
Move: Ian Gunthorp 

Seconded: Tim Cantlon 

MOVED 
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Election of Officers: 
No need for a vote.  
 

• Simon Johnston welcomed our new nominated officers: Mark George, Graeme Richardson,  
Emma Eccleton & Hugh Faris (apologies). 
• Simon Johnston invited the new officers present to introduce themselves. 
• Simon Johnston invited the new staff members Jasmine Deacon and Matt Clark to introduce 

themselves. 
 

Nominations for Life Membership: 
• Simon Johnston invited Don Cotter to speak on life membership. 

• Don Cotter spoke about Richard Purser and his amazing achievements.  

• Simon Johnston raised that a vote is needed – 100% vote. 

• Don Cotter suggested another announcement event for Richard Purser and Aileen’s retire-
ment to be held on Richard’s return from overseas. 

 

Election of Auditor: 
• Mike Milne nominated JSA Audit Ltd as our new auditors.  
 

Motion – that the election of JSA auditors are accepted. 
Moved: Simon Johnston 

Seconded: Mark George. 

 
General Business: 
The floor was opened for general business.  
 

• Ian Gunthorp – We have all sorts of people at our club. Members, coaches, staff, contractors, 
sub-contractors. In line with the constitution, members, even if they don’t pay membership, 
should have full voting rights. I also strongly believe that a new constitution should be made. 
Someone on the board should take charge of creating a new constitution. People can help but 
it must be done by the board. 

O Dave Mee – Our newest board officer, Hugh Faris, is passionate about this and willing to help  
with creating a constitution. We will create a working document and out it out to members  
to add comments and suggestions. 
 
 

O Simon Johnston – Should we have a timeline for when we will have a special general meeting  
around constitutional changes or should we leave it until the next AGM? 
 

O Ian Gunthorp – It will take a long time to work on the constitution. Therefore, we should not  
put a specific timeline on it but start as soon as possible.  
 

O Jo Palmer – I believe that it is not something that can be voted on at an AGM. 
O Simon Johnston – It can be as long as there is motion prior to an AGM of SGM called 21 days  
before such meeting. 
 

O Dave Mee – It is about us getting the work done and then getting it out to members. 
O Ian Gunthorp – It needs to be done as there are many issues in the constitution. It is best to  
start working on it as soon as possible. 
 

O Dave Mee – Hugh Faris is eager to take charge of this matter. 
 

• Tim Cantlon – If we have got people capable of representing this club at a high level, what 
consideration is being made to develop the funding? Not the payment of the players, but  
training equipment and facilities to help us build an elite level of performance for the next  
generation at the racket club. 
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O Emma Eccleton – For tennis, a lot of the tennis members are casual/ social players and there 

are no tournament players at the moment. We do not currently invest in the juniors, as the  
juniors that play at a high level are not going to give back to the club as they are going to go  
elsewhere. 
 

• Tim Cantlon – What are we doing in terms of funds set aside for the top players or teams  
training or development for teams?  
 

O Simon Johnston – For tennis, we have had no male Caro Bowl team last season as there 
were no loyal players wanting to play. We have struggled the past couple of years with getting a  
female team together as well. This year, anyone could enter a Caro Bowl team, you did not  
need a promotion. We also have the Rob Roche scholarship, which was made a couple of  
years back to help their development. Recipients have been Anthony Lepper and Adrian  
Lagman thus far. 
 

O Dave Mee – We note that not much development has been put in junior players. However,  
with squash we have just started a squash academy. There has been little work on how we  
fund this, which is an issue that we need to work on. 
 

O Tim Cantlon– Not to spend money we don’t have, but we need inspiration for the next  
generation. We should develop our own talent. As long as it is properly controlled and  
budgeted, we should put in some money to try and grow success. I do not believe in paying 

them directly but using the money on our facilities to support them.  
 
 

• Tim Cantlon – With membership, what analytics do we have to make sure we drive  
membership to use the down time on the courts? Can our software analyse court bookings? 

O Dave Mee – Yes, it can. 

O Tim Cantlon – If we are going to do a membership drive, we can link the data from Hello Club 
to tell us when the down times are on the courts. As long as it is data driven, I could not  
agree more with growing our membership. 
 

O Mark George– I believe that there is a lot of functionality in Hello Club. The last thing we  
want to do is increase our membership and then everyone comes at the same time.  
 

• Tim Cantlon – With membership, what analytics do we have to make sure we drive  
membership to use the down time on the courts? Can our software analyse court bookings? 
 

O Dave Mee – Yes, it can. 

O Tim Cantlon – If we are going to do a membership drive, we can link the data from Hello Club 
to tell us when the down times are on the courts. As long as it is data driven, I could not  
agree more with growing our membership. 
 

O Mark George– I believe that there is a lot of functionality in Hello Club. The last thing we  
want to do is increase our membership and then everyone comes at the same time.  
 

• Tim Cantlon– Acknowledges the board for their work as they are volunteers. People don’t  
realise the work that goes into being a board member. 
 

O Dave Mee – Thanked Tim. Talked on the commitment of the board officers and thanked 

them for the time and effort. 
 

 

• Dave Hyland- Where were our Cousin Shield & Mitchell Cup players? 

O Aileen Buscke – One was pregnant etc but if it was played so far away in Christchurch, and  
because of the cost, we couldn’t play. But it was very disappointing that we couldn’t play. 
O Dave Mee – I think that it is a challenge that Squash New Zealand needs to look into that  
when you are hosting down south that it is tough for some to get the funds. 
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• Sharon Rochford – Is there anything planned to prevent damage from future flooding? 

O Dave Mee – Phil has met with a number of potential contractors to try to mitigate damage in  
future flooding. So, yes quotes and opinions have been given to us. 
 

O Sharon Rochford – Would the council be involved? 

O Dave Mee – No. It is better to do it ourselves and we are ensuring that the repairs are done  
in a way to reduce future damage. For example, the downstairs flooring is being replaced  
soon and hopefully it will be able to wash out the water if there is future flooding within the  
Club. 
 

• Mike Webber – The council should be put on notice about our flooding and our repairs on  
site. As the water is coming from the street onto our property. The council should know for  
the future as they could help. 
 

O Dave Mee – For the short term, there is no real value in expecting that the council will do  
something but for the long term, yes, we should tell the council and ask them what they are  
going to do. 
O Don Cotter – Mitigation has been going on for years. How sure are we that the same dam-
age is not going to happen again? 

O Simon Johnston – We have started some repairs on the roof which will help control the  
water. 
O Dave Mee– We have had people quoting various prices to redo the entire roof. There are  
mixed opinions from roofing contractors as to what we should do. We have taken onboard  
the fact that we need to do something that is functional and usable for many years without  
replacing the entire roof. What we have seen so far, with the roof, is that it works. There are  
very few leaks when it rains significantly.  
O Simon Johnston - It is a crucial part to keep all the drains unblocked as well. 
 

• Don Cotter - Is there a plan on the board to replace the whole roof? 

O Dave Mee – We are currently working piece by piece in terms of repair work but not  
replacing the whole roof.  
 

• Don Cotter – In terms of the budget, not enough money in the budget for the long term are  
there any plans for strategic changes? 
 

O Dave Mee – There was discussion of development of the facilities, but it changed because of  
the economic conditions at the time. Short term, no. Future we will discuss. 
 

With there being no more general business, Simon Johnston concluded the meeting and for-
mally closed the meeting at 8:08 pm. 
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